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PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS
13  Writing
The manuscripts must be written in clear, grammatical English
with no typographical errors.  Manuscripts that do not meet the
minimal requirements for English grammar and composition will
be rejected immediately.  Manuscripts with faint or illegible type
or with substandard illustrations will be returned to the authors.

The past tense should be used for past occurrences (eg, Meth-
ods and Results).  Leave 1 space after a comma, except in chemical

names, for example, 1,2,3,4-tetramethyl.
Use italics when necessary, for example, Macaca mulatta,

Panax ginseng, Plasmodium falciparum, in vitro, in vivo, et al, etc.
Greek letters should be spelled out in full in the margin of the page.

In a simple series of 3 or more elements, a comma should
precede the “and/or” connecting the last 2 elements.  Example: A,
B, and/or C (not A, B and/or C).  The “nesting order” for
parentheses, square brackets, and braces is {[( )]}.

Symbols for chemical elements should be written in roman
(upright) type (irrespective of the type used in the rest of the text)
(ISO 31–0: 1992).
14   Abbreviations
Avoid unnecessary abbreviations and acronyms, especially in the
title.  Use uncommon abbreviations and acronyms sparingly, since
extensive use renders the text hard to follow.

At the first appearance in the abstract and in the text the
abbreviation or acronym should be preceded by its full spelling.
For example, ranitidine (Ran), Helicobacter pylori (Hp), Ginkgo
biloba extract (GbE).

Suffixes may be used to indicate “what” and “where,” printed
as inferiors on the line.  Multiple suffixes, when necessary, should
be separated by commas, such as pA,CO2 (partial pressure of CO2 in
alveolar air).

Omit the period after abbreviations and acronyms, such as eg
(not e.g.) and USA (not U.S.A.).
15  Style
Keep the manuscript as concise as possible.  Use specific, con-
crete words instead of vague, general ones wherever possible.  For
example, pig (not porcine), to (not in order to), by (not by means
of).

Use simple sentences.  Delete unnecessary wording, for
example, “it has been reported in the past literature that,” “as
already stated,” and “in a real sense.”

Authors should consult a recent issue of Acta Pharma-cologica
Sinica to get familiar with the general layout and various elements
in an article.

PUBLICATION PROCESS
16  Manuscript submission
Submitted manuscripts should be accompanied by a covering let-
ter giving details of: 1) the title of the manuscript and its main
point; 2) a statement that the manuscript has not been published
in part or whole (except in the form of abstract) or is under consid-
eration for publication elsewhere by any language; 3) a statement
that all authors have agreed to be so listed and have seen and
approved the manuscript, its consent and its submission to the
APS; 4) a full current postal address, telephone and fax numbers,
and current e-mail address.  We usually communicate with authors
by e-mail.  Authors must specify if they wish to exclude a method
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of communication.
Authors may suggest 2–3 reviewers.  Please provide the name,

postal address, and e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers, and
fields of interest.  Authors may also suggest that specific individu-
als not be involved as reviewers, but Acta Pharmacologica Sinica
reserves the right of final selection.
Online submission: Authors are required to submit manuscript
via our online submission and review system, ScholarOneTM Manu-
script Central (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/aphs).  It will en-
able us to handle your manuscript quickly and efficiently.  Please
read the User Guide before submitting your manuscript online.
Detailed submission instruction is available at http://www.
chinaphar.com/Author-Manuscript.htm.
Manuscript receipt: Upon the receipt of the manuscript, Acta
Pharmacologica Sinica Editorial Office will immediately assign a
code number, which is strongly recommended to use in subsequent
correspondence.  An acknowledgement of receipt letter will be
sent to the corresponding author.  After being pre-reviewed by the
editors, most of the submitted manuscripts will be sent to expert
referees for peer-review.  All manuscripts are subject to editorial
modifications.  Acta Pharmacologica Sinica disclaims any liability
for statements made by authors or advertisers.
17  Revision
Revision of the manuscript by the authors should be done immedi-
ately after the authors receive comments from the Acta
Pharmacologica Sinica Editorial Office.  Authors should answer
the comments one by one, and indicate the page and line of each
correction.  A revised manuscript will be considered a new submis-
sion if not returned to the Editorial Office within 2 months.  Re-
vised versions should be sent online, in accordance with the online
submission requirements.
18  Rejected manuscripts
If a manuscript is not accepted for publication, the authors will
receive a decision letter along with the reviewer’s comments.
19  Proofreading
Proofreading is not re-writing.  Checking the proofs is solely the
authors’ responsibility.  Corrections are restricted to printer’s
errors.  Answer all queries (in the interests of accuracy) on the
proof.  Make all corrections legibly (preferably by typing) in the
margins.  Use universally accepted proofreader’s signs and symbols.

If the authors feel that it is very important to include a new
information, insert it as a “Note added in proof” with the permis-
sion of the Editorial Office.

Return the proof within 1 week to the Editorial Office.  If the
time limit is exceeded, the publication of the article might be
postponed.
20 Copyright assignment form
Papers accepted for publication become copyright of Acta
Pharmacologica Sinica and authors will be asked to sign a transfer
of copyright form.  In signing the transfer of copyright it is as-
sumed that authors have obtained permission to use any copy-
righted or previously published material.  All authors must read
and agree to the conditions outlined in the transfer of copyright
form, and must sign the form.  Articles cannot be published until a
signed Copyright Assignment Form has been received.  Authors
can download the form from http://www.chinaphar.com/Author-
Copyright.htm.
21  Reprints
Reprints of the article may be ordered from the Acta Pharmacologica
Sinica Editorial Office at the time of receiving the page proof.
Reprints of any article published in the APS may also be pur-
chased from the Institute for Scientific Information, 3501 Market
Street, Philadelphia PA 19104, USA.  Fax 1-215-386-6362.  Phn
1-215-386-0100.
22 Costs
A charge of RMB ¥200 (US $25) per printed page will be levied on
all manuscripts accepted.  The cost of color photographs is met by
the authors.  Authors will be charged RMB ¥1000 (US $125) per
color page.
23  Address for Editorial Office correspondence
Acta Pharmacologica Sinica
294 Tai-yuan Road
Shanghai 200031
China
E-mail: aps@mail.shcnc.ac.cn
            aps@sibs.ac.cn
Phn  86-21-5492-2821 or 86-21-5492-2822
Fax   86-21-5492-2823
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